Crowd-Units

"him to resist the gradual impression made upon his mind
"by the common opinion of those whom he sees and hears
"from day to day/'

Let me, in this connexion, also quote a sentence to
similar effect from one of Newman's essays: "Public
"opinion especially acts upon the imagination; it does
"not convince but it impresses; it has the force of au-
"thority rather than of reason; and concurrence in it is,
"not an intelligent decision, but a submission or belief."

"A Neutral Correspondent" writing in the London
"Times" of May 27th 1915 describes how the German
people were carefully and intentionally hypnotized by
their Government. This is perhaps the greatest achieve-
ment in that kind that has ever been accomplished in
recorded history. I have received permission to quote
at length from this very remarkable communication.
When the writer entered Germany he believed himself
able to take a detached view of the war, and that he
was "proof against * atmosphere.*" He presently found
that he was mistaken, and that his mind was being in-
fluenced by the peculiar mood of the public into which
he was plunged.

"The chief agency in the creation of this state of mind,
"apart from the direct influence of the thorough military
"organisation of the State, is the shrewd management of
"the Press. It will be remembered that, on the outbreak
"of war, the whole German Press was turned against
"England overnight. Twenty-four hours after having
"praised the vigorous efforts of Great Britain to prevent
"war, it denounced Sir Edward Grey as the moving spirit
"in a conspiracy to assail Germany. None but distorted
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